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DEER

TURKEY

Archery & Crossbow* Sept. 13-Jan. 4, 2026

Youth Deer Hunt Oct. 1112

Gun Deer Hunt For Hunters With  Oct. 4-12
Disabilities

Gun Nov. 22-30
Metro Sub-Unit Gun Nov. 22-Dec. 10
Muzzleloader Dec. 1-10
Statewide Antlerless Hunt Dec. 11-14

Antlerless-Only Holiday Hunt** Dec. 24-Jan. 1, 2026

*Archery/crossbow season closes on Jan. 31, 2026 in metro sub-
units and select DMUs. See page 11 for participating counties.
**Open in select Farmland (Zone 2) counties. See page 11.

ELK

Fall 2025 Statewide Sept. 13-Nov. 21
Zones 1-5 Nov. 22-Jan. 4, 2026
Soring 2026 Youth Hunt April 11-12
Period A April 15-21
Period B April 22-28
Period C April 29-May 5
Period D May 6-12
Period E May 13-19
Period F May 20-26

G b

Zones C,Eand F Sept. 3—Oct. Wwith aid of bait, all other

legal methods without the aid of dogs

Zones A, B, and D Sept. 3-9with aid of dogs only, no other

methods

Sept. 10-30:with aid of dogs, with aid of
bait, with all other legal methods

Oct. 1-7:with aid of bait, with all other
legal methods not using dogs
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Clam Lake and Black River Falls  Oct. 18-Nov. 16 and Dec.

Management Zones 11-19
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Pheasant

Statewide Oct. 18 (9 a.m.)-Jan. 4, 2026
Bobwhite Quail

Statewide Oct. 18 (9 a.m.)-Dec. 10
Hungarian Partridge

Statewide* Oct. 18 (9 a.m.)-Jan. 4, 2026

*Closed in Clark, Marathon and Taylor counties

Ruffed Grouse
Zone A
Zone B
Sharp-Tailed Grouse
A6%iS}tbifééf bim & ct. 18-Nov.9
Crow
Statewide

Sept. 13-Jan. 4, 2026
Oct. 18Dec. 8

Nov. 22-March 25, 2026

b vm bG

Early Canada Goose

Statewide Sept. 1-15
Early Teal

Statewide Sept. 1-9
Duck Season

Youth Sept. 20-21

Northern Zone
Southern Zone
Open Water Zone
Regular Goose
Northern Zone

Southern and
Mississippi River Zones

Woodcock
Statewide

Mourning Dove
Statewide

Sept. 27-Nov. 25
Oct. 4-12 and Oct. 18-Dec. 7
Oct. 18-Dec. 16

Sept. 16-Dec. 16

Sept. 16-0ct. 12, Oct. 18-Dec. 7 and
Dec. 20-Jan. 2, 2026

Sept. 20—Nov. 3

Sept. 1-Nov. 29

iI'b'G pGpvz'Ye t¥om

Cottontail Rabbit
Northern Zone
Southern Zone

Sept. 13-Feb. 28, 2026
Oct. 18 (9a.m.}-Feb. 28, 2026
Squirrels: Gray and Fox

Statewide Sept. 13Feb. 28, 2026

Coyote
Fox (Red and Gray):

Continuous open season
Oct. 18-Feb. 15, 2026

Bobcat
Period 1 Oct. 18-Dec. 25
Period 2 Dec. 26-Jan. 31, 2026
Raccoon
Resident Oct. 18-Feb. 15, 2026

Non-resident Nov. 1-Feb. 15, 2026

Woodchuck, Opossum, Skunk, Weasel, Porcupine and
Snowshoe Hare

No season limits, bag limits, size limits or possession limits, but
a license is required.



ENERAL HUNTING
REGULATIONS

DEFINITIONS

Accompany

Within visual and voice contact without

the aid of any mechanical or electronic

amplifying device other than a hearing aid.
&i Z

An area where hunting can legally occur,

Public-Access Land

Lands open to hunting that are owned,
under easement to, or leased by federal,
state, county, or municipal government.
Managed Forest Law lands, Forest Crop
Law lands, public utilities lands and lands
acquired with state stewardship funds that
are open to hunting are also considered

} fa T} éi Z}k E6mj}<} 6m }é& & Tomblicaccess lands.

Aggregate Daily Bag Limit

The maximum number of migratory game
birds permitted to be taken by one person
in any one day, when the person hunts in
more than one zone or state and/or more
than one species for which a combined
daily bag limit is prescribed. The aggregate
daily bag limit is equal to the largest daily
bag limit prescribed for any one species
or for any one zone or state in which the
taking occurs.

Buck Deer

A deer with at least one antler that is three
inches or longer in length.

Daily Bag Limit

The total number of a particular game
species that a person may harvest in one
day, regardless of how long or often that
person hunted that day.

Firearm

Any weapon that uses gun powder,
including black powder or black powder
substitutes for muzzleloaders.

Highway

The entire width between the boundary
lines of every public road, but does not
include private roads and driveways.
Migratory Game Birds

Any bird which is migratory and for which
an open season has been prescribed.
Point Of Kill

The location at which a light is used to
illuminate, identify and kill an animal. It
does not include shining a light for the
purpose of searching for wild animals

Aa6}j }biféeéf 6fT<&6% <aj a

yet know.

Possession Limit

The maximum number of a game species
that a person may possess at-large,
including all game stored or controlled by
a person, regardless of the proximity to the
location of storage.

4

Public Road

86TZ) }a6A% 6% <aj f mmij%« eé’/

highway map available from the
Department of Transportation for public
use. This does not include private roads or
driveways.

Roadway

The portion of the highway which is
improved or ordinarily used for vehicle
travel, excluding the berm or shoulder.

Take

To legally kill or harvest under the authority
of a license and appropriate harvest
authorization.

Unprotected Species

Mammals and birds that can be hunted
year-round without bag limits or shooting
hours restrictions, including starling,
English (house) sparrow, chukar partridge,
coturnix quail, feral pigeon, opossum,
skunk, weasel, woodchuck, porcupine and

T 6¢ajm Aé Z T T} %6¢< }b

mentioned in the hunting and trapping
regulation pamphlets and not listed as
an endangered, threatened or protected

species. See “Protected Species” on page 6

for more information.

Vehicle

Any device, motorized or not, in, upon or
by which any person or property is or may
be transported or towed upon a highway

or other roadway. For example, cars, trucks,

tractors, ATVs, UTVs, trailers, bikes and
similar devices.

Waterfowl

Ducks, geese, brant, mergansers coots and

GalkinutesZ 6 i} % 6

WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION

Weapons
Itis illegal to:

f Hunt with any means other than a

meeéjk }a6<l %k aT%Zl %k

airgun, bow and arrow, crossbow or

DAVID NEVALA

falconry.

f Hunt with a machine gun or other fully
automatic weapon.

f Hunt a game bird with or while in
possession of a shotgun larger than 10
gauge.

fa6}}i}} 6m }i TE émijTm E
if you_are a felon or have been prohib-
6<iZ Em6 b6}}i}}é%Il T ém;T
Wisconsin law. A hunting license does

s «<a6bméOj T Ej 6% «6 Db
for hunting.

f0a66< TeémiTm ZTémil % Z6]
within 100 yards of a building devoted
to human occupancy while on lands
the hunter does not own, including
public lands and public waters, without
the permission of the owner or occu-
pant of the building.

Ammunition
Itis illegal to:

f Use, possess or have under control of
any of the following while hunting:

f Shot shells containing shot larger
than T, except when hunting for fur-
bearing animals when buckshot may
be used, and migratory birds where F
may be used
f Any tracer or incendiary ammunition
<aT<« €} %6« T Zé}cmij}} éTm
et, arrow or bolt that is
'fee%ny}e %.Z 6m 6Z8éiZ <6
deliver poisons or drugs.

f Hunt a game bird with any ammuni-
tion other than an arrow, bolt or shot
shell that consists of more than one
projectile.

f Hunt a deer, bear or elk with any am-
munition other than an arrow, bolt or
bullet that is a single projectile of an
expanding design.

f Hunt game birds or wild turkey with
lead or other toxic shot while on feder-
al waterfowl production areas (WPAS).

Reasonable Equipment

It is illegal to hunt with any weapon or

ammunition that is of inherent design

or used in such a manner as to not be

reasonably capable of reducing a target

wild animal to possession.

Muzzleloaders
Muzzleloaders may be used statewide

%@ I%dTT/% miTm Z||m}|T}6

the muzzleloader-only deer season, all

i EL



muzzleloaders must shoot a projectile
loaded only from the muzzle. Black
powder revolvers are not legal during the
muzzleloader-only season because they
are capable of being loaded by the cylinder
instead of the muzzle.

Handguns

Itis illegal to:

f Possess a concealed handgun unless
authorized by a concealed carry license

or other authorjzation to possess a
f6%fiT iZ émiTm r

handguns) unloaded while the vehicle is in
motion.

Itis illegal to:

f Place, possess or transport a cocked
crossbow inside or on a motorized
vehicle unless it is unloaded (bolt
removed).

fe6TZ T émiTm 6¢cajm <aT%
while inside a motor vehicle or to dis-

handguns, inside or from any moving

or stationary vehicle except for certain

f Hunt with a handgun, including muz- disabled hunters with proper permits.
zleloading handguns, if under age 18. Use Of Devices

0aem<«<S%Tmmj {Z 0a6<«l % ¢ misdlégélito:

eeéeéj} }<aT%j T% 6%imT € % Runt any animal with the aid of any

length of 26 inches with a 16-inch minimum  * ajrcraft, including unmanned aircraft or

barrel length. Shotguns must have an drones.

overall minimum length of 26 inches with fu ; ;
: e se, or possess with the intent to use,
an 18-inch minimum barrel length unless laser sights while hunting except by

the user has a federal license to possess a ; ; : 3
Ya6m<SyTmmi 20 mée; 6m }éGéJS@ngwsually disabled permit hold
Bows, Arrows And Crosshows f Use or hunt with a suppressor or
Crossbow and bow and arrows may be used  silencer, unless the hunter possesses

by any person hunting under the authority = <aj bm6ébim E{iZimT ém;Tm
6E T 1 % éfi%}i Z mé%l T%E éauthbrizestpdssésion and use of the
(i.e., small game, gun deer or muzzleloader device.

for deer season). Bows and crosshows are  Hunting Near Roadways

legal for any person to use for hunting Itis illeqal to:

wild turkey under the authority of a turkey g o

hunting license or for hunting migratory f Hunt within 50 feet of the roadway’s
birds and small game under the authority center.

of a small game hunting license and non-
resident furbearer license. A crossbow is
not legal to hunt under the authority of
an archery license, and bow and arrow is
not legal to hunt under the authority of a
crossbow license.

Bow and arrow may be used to hunt

small game and migratory birds under

the authority of an archery license, and a
crosshow may be used to hunt small game
and migratory birds under the authority of

a crossbow license. !
. small game or turkeys from dirt or gravel _

Arms Transportation g T7} Aé<a Jab<l %} 6TZiZ A

émiTm } ZiEf Zé%I| aT%ZI \gi tnrulisconsin.gov/permits/disabled.
be unloaded when inside any vehicle, html for more information.
whether moving or stationary, and must be Shini
unloaded when on any moving vehicle. It ) w_ung
is legal to shoot from a wagon or trailer if Itis illegal to:
|t iS not attaChed to a motor VehiCIe Wh||e fUSe or possess W|th intent to use, a
hunting. All crossbows must be unloaded if light, including vehicle headlights, for
shining any wild animal while hunt-

f7é}fatTmij T émjTm 6m Té&
bolt or an arrow from a bow or cross-
bow:

f From or across a highway.

f Within 50 feet of the roadway’s cen-
ter.

The above prohibitions apply to all public
roads.

Note: Certain exceptions are allowed for
Class A and Class B shoot from vehicle
disabled permit holders, and for hunting

cocked while inside or on a moving vehicle.

Note: 6TZiZ émiTm TE yj b Tf6%6&%m €% b6}}i}}€6%
but not inside, a vehicle that is stationary. and arrow or crossbow. This includes
émi;Tm }k y6A} T%Z fm6}}y6Aftim ygla<} 6% eémiTm }k vy

unloaded when inside or on any motor- crossbows. Exceptions apply for Class
driven boat while the motor is running. A C disabled permit holders and for
emiTm &} f6%}6ZimiZ % 6TZ;huethgceftamsmall game. See “Night
or cartridge is removed from the chamber Hunting” section below.
and any clip, magazine or cylinder that is f Use or possess with intent to use, a
T««TfajzZ <6 <caj émijTm &} | bc<Elightaincludibg vehicle headlights,
or primer is removed from a percussion _ for shining wild animals between the

OO j 6TZimk <aj éT}abT% 6E Thoam% 10 f.Mm. and 7 a.m. from Sept.
muzzleloader is cleaned of powder or the 15 to Dec. 31 whether or not in posses-
battery is disconnected and removed from }66% 6E T émijTm k y6A 6m
an electronic-ignition system muzzleloader.  Note: Check with the local sheriff's

® T ééiZ bim}6%} Aeca z&)Tyeleh&m<Aidea &y 6fT 6E
permit authority to shoot from a stationary ~ shining restrictions.
Biaéf j }c aT%i T émjTm } Z6<aijm <aT%
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Taking Of Game
Itis illegal to:

f Take or possess any
deer or wild animal
that has been lawfully
obtained by someone
else without having

Tthgqu;%op’s)/gonsent.
f Not immediately kill all

it part of the daily bag.

f-aé | Téj Zk b6}}
game killed by another
unless accompanied by
the original harvester.

f Possess game taken by
another unless able to
provide the registration

f6%ém T<E6% % yimk om %
address or customer ID of the r-alder of
the harvest authorization.

fEeBE«IT | <6 TWE Lim}f% Aa
game given as a gift remains countzd
toward the daily bag limit of the hoidzr
of the harvest authorization.

f Carkleslinsgtd game. The hunter
must make every reasonable effort
to retrieve all game that is killed or
crippled. Until such effort is made, the
game shall be included in the daily bag
limit.

Note: This rule does not allow hunters

#&?\ﬁﬁgﬁ %&@Qt rmission of the

shoot game beyond legal
shooting hours.

Night Hunting

Unprotected species (as well as coyote,
fox and raccoon) may be hunted without
shooting hour restrictions except if hunting
with a bow or crossbow during certain
times of the year. If hunting for these
species with a bow or crossbow during the
bear and archery/crossbow deer seasons,
the hours listed on pages 30-31 apply.

S JiaBE 8lac}] éTlra éiac 6m
J(a?}m@rﬁ%br&éél? ht may be used at
the point of kill while hunting on foot
for coyote, raccoon, fox or unprotect-
ed species. Lights may not be used to
shine for these animals while in pos-
}i}}é6% 6E émiTm k y6A 6m
Use Of Dogs For Hunting
Dogs may not be used to hunt elk or deer.
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6 E TDeg»3re legak tojus@for hunting small

game mammals, game birds, furbearing
gnimals; gedrs, migratory game birds and
unprotected species. Dogs may be used for
hunting wild turkeys only during the fall
season.

Note: Dogs kept on a leash may be used

to follow a blood trail in order to locate a
wounded deer or elk as long as the trackers
Z6 %6< b6}}i}} T émiTm k Téml
crosshow.

?Qﬂ%s}mg%%} kill any wild animal.
Dogs’may not hunt or pursue any
wild animal from May
the portion of the state
north of the highways shown on the
map below, except as authorized for


https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/disabled.html

raccoon and rabbit dog
trials or training under the
authority of a dog trial or ~ ——
training license. l JL Vv
fDOgS are ConSIdered DEv:'I(sgg»:lsAl':‘URALRESOURCES
private property and are

protected by law. Only con-
servation wardens may Kkill
dogs chasing deer. Owners
may be held responsible

==~ BECOME A

for damage their dogs

f A dog that is actively
engaged in a legal hunting
activity, including training,
is not considered to be
running at-large as long

as the dog is monitored

or supervised by a person

and the dog is on land that
is open to hunting or on land on which
the person has obtained permission to
hunt or to train a dog.

f A dog allowed to run on lands without
permission is considered to be running
at-large and may be taken into custody
yE T a T%j 6E&fim 6m TA |
6EE&fimr

DOG TRAINING '
RESTRICTIONS ARE ®

RESTRICTED AREA -
= MAY 1- JUNE 30
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HIGHLY VISIBLE CLOTHING
REQUIREMENT

“Ai% T%Z Aa|m| TémiTm Ziim }iI-
(listed on page 3) is in progress, it is illegal

to hunt any game, except waterfowl, unless
at least 50% of the hunter’s outer clothing
above the waist is colored blaze orange
rim aj iT Z

6m & 6mij}lfi%<«< bé% r aT«< 6m 6
covering, if worn, must be at least 50%
y TO| 6mT%Ilj 6m & 6mi}fi%< bé% r bT2;2 6m  SCaN the qr code above

}<Te%|Z y TOj 6mT%Ij 6m & 6mi}fi%< bé%
clothing is unsafe and may not meet legal

requirements. Although not as visible, v Save |iveS and pl‘event injurieS

camo-blaze is legal if 50% or more of the

T<iméT &}y TO; 6mT%Ij 6m & 6mj J|W< be/o
The DNR recommends 100% solid blaze H
6MT%Ilj 6m & 6mij}fi%«< bé% r
Note: Highly visible clothing requirements i I
do not apply to those hunters participating i Engage Wlth your IOcaI Communlty
in legal night hunting (e.g., raccoon) from 30

i f i bef 4 1 A A 2
Sr‘rljlmJitSees-atersuns.etto30m|nutes efore v Work -<eg- O CE I O # b CE O e I ‘D o

PROTECTED SPECIES . . .
Hunting protected species, such as badger, a ‘]Oln a mOtlvated and dedlcated grOUp

e ok SO S S o v6lunteer instructors
6

ds-on teachlng experlence
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All license, stamps and permits can be purchased at gowild.wi.gov
UVYTwY wYY ,YY é"EeTeE™T w]Y,eYw wY,,e2"w C2ge2gYgeeqag ¥y,

Resident  Nonresident
WATERFOWL HUNTING
Small game hunting license
(See small game section for junior and $18 $90
mentored hunting options)
State waterfowl stamp $12
Federal waterfowl stamp $28.50
Early goose permit $3
Regular goose permit $3
TURKEY HUNTING
Fall turkey hunting license $15 $65
Spring turkey hunting license $15 $65
Bonus harvest authorizations $10 $15
Wild turkey stamp $5.25
DEER HUNTING
Gun deer license $24 $200
Junior gun deer license $20 $36*
Archery license $24 $200
Crossbow license $24 $200
Junior crosshow license $20 $77**
Archery or crossbow upgrade $3
Bonus antlerless harvest authorizations $12 $20
Mentored gun deer, archery or crosshow $7

(%7 for 11 years old or younger, regular
price for ages 12 and up)

*Purchase junior sports license

**Pyrchase junior conservation patron license
***Available to Wisconsin residents, active duty armed
forces stationed in or outside of Wisconsin or on furlough
or leave. State stamps are included.

REDUCED LICENSE FEES
56 <a TIj}
not hunted in the preceding 10 years are eligible to purchase
hunting licenses at a reduced fee. Resident hunters who recruit
camijj ém}<$<é j a %<im}k «<mTbbim} 6m T%I
reduced fees. For more information on license options, visit dnr.
wisconsin.gov/permits .

Resident  Nonresident
SMALL GAME & UPLAND GAME BIRDS
Small game hunting license $18 $90
Junior small game license ages 12-17 $9 $36*
Mentored small game license $7
Senior citizen small game license (65+) $9
@i}é6Zi%<« Tm jZ E6mfi} é}aex% T
game Ilcense ﬁﬂréé**
5-day small game license $60
Pheasant stamp $10
Mentored pheasant stamp $4.50
Bobcat application $6
Nonresident furbearer hunting license $165
BEAR HUNTING
Bear application $4.50
Hunting license for those drawn in
limited draw $49 $251
ELK HUNTING
Elk application $10
Hunting license for those drawn in $49
limited draw
COMBINATION LICENSES
Conservation patron license $165 $620
Conservation patron junior license $75 $77
Conservation patron Purple Heart $10 $161
license
(See page 9 for full list of items includ-
ed with a patron license)
Sports license $60 $295
Junior sports license $35 $36

Z0b6m<} &fi%}i €%f Zi} élaé%wlk } T
game and gun deer hunting licenses.)
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HUNTER EDUCATION
REQUIREMENTS

the following to purchase
any hunting license :

f Their Wisconsin hunter

f Proof of a hunter safety
course recognized by the
department from another
state, province or country.

f A Wisconsin hunting
license from a previous
year that has the hunter
safety number printed on
it.

f Proof of successful
completion of basic training in the U.S.
Armed Forces, Reserves or National
Guard.

If a person has not completed hunter
education, that hunter may only obtain a
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Persons born on or after Jan.
1, 1973, must present one of

iZ [T<E6% fim<Eéf

Note: Mentors are exempt from the need
for a hunting license if: 1) hunting on a
licensed bird or deer hunting preserve;
2) hunting on land the mentor owns or
occupies.

For a species for which the mentor does
not require a license to hunt, both the
hunter and the mentor may possess a
weaRon while participating in the hunting
mentorship program. Adults may not hunt
waterfowl during the youth waterfowl
hunt. For more information on the Hunter
Mentorship Program, visit dnr.wisconsin.
gov/Education/OutdoorSkills/mentor .
Armed Forces Members

People who provide proof of successfully
completing basic training in the U.S.
Armed Forces, Reserves or National
Guard are exempt from hunter education
requirements.

WISCONSIN RESIDENCY

A person must have maintained a
permanent residence in Wisconsin for

30 consecutive days immediately before
purchasing a license. Domiciliary intent

is required. Evidence of domiciliary intent
includes where the person votes, pays
personal state income taxes or obtains a
driver’s license or state ID. Mere presence
in the state for a 30-day period and/or

6A%im}aéb 6E bm6bim<«E &} %6

establish residency.

Note: Nonresidents under 18 who have a
parent who is a Wisconsin resident may
purchase licenses at resident prices.

Nonresident Students Attending
School In Wisconsin Or Armed Forces
Members

If you are a nonresident attending high
school or a university in Wisconsin, a
foreign citizen residing in the state and
attending a Wisconsin high school or
agricultural short course or you are a non-
resident who is an active member of armed
forces stationed in Wisconsin, please
contact your nearest DNR service center for
more information on licenses that may be

available to you.

tE%LVE8G 8 1%G

Application Due Date

license that requires hunting with a mentor
in compliance with the Hunting Mentorship
Program.

A parent or guardian who is at least 18
years of age must accompany hunters who
are ages 12 to 13 and who have completed

, TGp, T v =="1.

Species Drawing Date

hunter education. Accompanied means Elk May 31 Early June
within sight and voice contact without

the aid of any mechanical or electronic Bobcat Aug. 1 Mid-September
amplifying device other than a hearing

aid. Persons under the age of 12 may not i

hunt unless participating in a DNR Learn Sharp-tailed Grouse Aug. 1 September
to Hunt event or the Hunting Mentorship ]

Program. Persons under age 18 may Spring Turkgy Dec. 10 Early January
%6< b6}}i}} EmiTm } E6m %6% S5 e %l Dec. 10 Early February

purposes unless accompanied by an adult,
except that persons ages 14-17 who have
completed hunter education can possess

iIT }a6<«d %} TZ méej} Aé«a
accompanied by an adult.

Hunting Mentorship Program

The Hunting Mentorship Program allows
hunters of any age to obtain a hunting

6fi%}i TZ a %< Aé<ab <« ém}
hunter education course, with the following
requirements:

f The hunter must: 1) hunt within arm’s
reach of a mentor, regardless of age; 2)

To check on your drawing status, visit gowild.wi.gov.

., JEp, VEjV=pEE]
The following are considered forms of licenses, state, stamps, permits and harvest
authorizations: a paper copy, an authenticated Wisconsin driver’s license, a DNR-issuged
€6 -€é Z -6%}im%T<«<E6% -TmZ 6m T ZEéI&«T &a7b é j é}} {Z yE «
on an electronic device. For more information about acceptable forms of proof, visit dnr.
wisconsin.gov/GoWild/conservationCard.html .

Department of Natural Resources
Bonus Antlerless Deer
Tag Harvest

Authorization (Resident)

DRIVER LICENSE

_ REGULAR ‘WisconsIN 0

45123-4567-6501-00 scuss D

possess appropriate hunting license(s),
permit(s) and tag(s); and 3) comply
with all hunting laws, seasons and bag
limits.

f The mentor must: 1) be at least 18 years

old; 2) be a hunter education graduate,

unless born before Jan. 1, 1973, or have

completed basic training with the

Armed Forces; 3) be the hunter’s parent

or guardian or have the permission of
the hunter’s parent or guardian before
acting as a mentor for the hunter if
the hunter is under the age of 18; 4)
possess a current Wisconsin hunting
license (the type of license does not
matter unless attempting to harvest
game); and 5) must only serve as a
mentor for one mentee at a time.

1SAMPLE
2DEREK THOMAS Agent # 1355

Department of Natural Resources
2025 Licenses/Approvals

Issued: _5/23/2025 2:52 PM

54802 SHEBOYGAN AVE
MADISON, Wi 53705

CUSTOMER TEST

Customer # 729086322
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wwer 210 Ib weves BRO

s EN

2025

CONSERVATION CaARD

Note: Photo images of paper licenses on a cell phone do not serve as a valid proof of

4aiss 10/3

" whaR BLK
3008 02/11/1974 wexe 02/11/2023
o NONE 50D OTNJR21
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1/2015
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Harvest Authorization #
1803221983

Valid only in the following unit(s)

Year of Birth: 1975
S:MH: 6'0"W: 200 H: BRO E: GRN

COLUMBIA

Zone: Southern Farmland (Zone 2)
Time Period: 2025 Deer Season

Land Type: Public

Registration is required by 5 pm the day after

aaaaaaa

Register your harvest at gamereg.wi.gov or call
844-GAME-REG (1-844-426-3734)

Rules and regulations are available online at
GoWild.Wi.Gov.

JOHNA.SAMPLE [~

101'S. Webster St.

Madison, W| 53703
Customer # 607091337
DOB 8/2/1987

s:

I

Gun Deer License (Resident
Valid 10/3/2020 - 3/31/202

Ang

M 165 H: BRO E: BRO

H

" (UNTER 60708+
ident)
1
land Waters Trout Stamp
Valid 3/20/2020 - 3/31/2021
icense (Resident)

nual Fishing License (Re:
Vialid 3/20/2020 - 3/31/2021

Spring Turke

Tur

y Livense (Residen
Valid 4/15/2020 - 5/26/2020

key Stamp.
Vald 4/11/2020 - 1/3/2021

license. It is illegal to use or carry another hunter’s license, tags, permits or harvest
authorizations while engaged in hunting.

3
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https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Education/OutdoorSkills/mentor
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/contact/OfficeLocations.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/GoWild/conservationCard.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/GoWild/conservationCard.html
http://gowild.wi.gov
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A person who has been awarded certain hunting approvals may transfer the approvals in
certain circumstances. The table below outlines what types of approvals are eligible to
be transferred and the circumstances in which each may be transferred.

Type Of Approvals N-II-I% 3
Bear License Yes
Spring Turkey License Yes
Sharp-tailed Grouse Permit Yes
Elk License Yes
Preference Points No

To To Active
Persons Duty/
With Purple
Disabilities* Heart
Yes Yes
Yes No
Yes No
Yes No
No No

Upon
Death
To A
Minor
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

*Persons with disabilities must hold a valid Class A, B C or D disability permit

Approvals not listed in this table are not eligible for transfer. For more information
on these types of transfers, including eligibility requirements and deadlines, go to

dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/permittransfers.html .

.,  %»B8EM¥%“LGpvVGU

f A landowner is required to have a
license to hunt deer, bear, turkey,
game birds, migratory game birds and
bobcats. The owner or occupant of any
land and members of their family may,
without a license and subject to all
other restrictions except seasons, hunt
or trap on their own property for bea-
ver, fox, coyote, raccoon, woodchuck,
rabbit and squirrel year-round, and
unprotected species causing damage
or a nuisance, and may sell the skins of
these species.

f Family members who do not live with
the owner or occupant of the land
may also hunt or trap certain species
without a license on this land only
if they are siblings or children of the
owner or occupant and are under the
age of 18.

f Mentorship rules apply to youth ages
11 and under. See page 8 for more
details.

f Grackles, red-winged blackbirds and
cowbirds are protected species and
may not be hunted for recreational
purposes. They may be killed on pri-
vate lands without a hunting license or
federal permit only if they are causing
damage or are about to cause damage
to trees, crops, livestock or wildlife,
or if they are concentrated in large
numbers that may constitute a health
hazard or other nuisance. Crows may
also be killed without a federal permit
and outside the normal crow season
in these situations. Non-toxic shot is
required when shooting crows outside
the normal season and when shooting
grackles, red-winged blackbirds and
cowbirds which are causing damage or
a nuisance. For more information, visit

dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WildlifeHabi-
tat/damage .

, LEARN TO HUNT

Want to learn more about all the

types of hunting you can pursue in
Wisconsin? The DNR offers Learn to
Hunt workshops for hunters of all ages

T%Z (Ebimé;%f i

i%i }r p6

and sign up for of the DNR’s Learn to
Hunt events, visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/
Education/OutdoorSkills/Ith .

v %8v+pGjG IO
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25 CQURERARVEST

Any wild animal wearing a tracking collar
or ear tags is likely part of a DNR research
project. They are legal for harvest and
hunters are encouraged to treat them as
any other wild animal when considering
aTm¥%ij}«r zE EG6
deer, please call 608-935-1940 and leave a
message with the ear tag numbers or collar
number and your contact information. For

a bobcat or coyote, please call 715-577-6288.
For bears, call 715-499-1097.
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PHOTO CREDIT: SNA
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License

The Conservation Patron license includes:

f Annual Fishing License

f Great Lakes Trout & Salmon Stamp

f Inland Trout Stamp

f Sturgeon Hook & Line Inland

f Sturgeon Hook & Line WI-MI

f Small Game License

f Pheasant Stamp

f Gun Deer Hunting License

f Archery License

f Crossbow License

f Trapping License

f Fisher Application

f Spring Turkey Application

f Spring Turkey License (permit required)

f Turkey Stamp

f Fall Turkey License (permit required)

f Early Goose Permit (upon request)

f Regular Goose Permit (upon request)

f Waterfowl Stamp

f Annual State Parks Sticker*

f Annual State Parks Trail Pass*

f Admission to Heritage Hill State Park*

f Subscription to Wisconsin Natural
Resources Magaziné

*Not included with the Conservation Patron

Junior License 9

aTm¥%j}< 6m &9


https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/damage
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/permittransfers.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/Education/OutdoorSkills/lth

PHOTO CREDIT: MICHELE WOODFORD

DEER SEASON AND BAG LIMITS
% i}} 6caimAé}i }bifééiZ %Zim "ObjféT
is one buck deer per unused buck deer harvest authorization valid statewide and one
antlerless deer per unused antlerless deer harvest authorization valid for use in the
}b.fee.Z OG%lk Z..m T%T|| i % <

%6A Y f Ziim aTm¥%i}c T <a6meOT<e6%} Tmij A.Tb6%s%tﬁ,<fee
aTml/z,}< T <a6meOT<é’/6%|“Jm|%

}i T mééj <6 & E6 my6A Yy f
season. Junior antlerless deer harvest authorizations are valid statewide.

, 2025 DEER HUNTING SEASONS

Season Dates Location Special Instructions
No bucks may be harvested during
Archery/ Sept. 13-Jan the statewide antlerless-only hunt
C b 4, 2026 or Statewide ZT7ifr S
rossbow Jan. 31, 2026+ during the antlerless-only holiday
hunt (Dec. 24-Jan. 1, 2026).
Gun Deer Hunt S
For Hunters With Oct. 4-12 Pg;gcggitg;g See page 14 for more details
Disabilities P
Youth Oct. 11-12 Statewide See page 14 for more details
; : All weapon types are allowed. Metro
LIRS IS 2y SEETED sub-unit dates Nov. 22—Dec. 10.
Muzzleloader Dec. 1-10 Statewide See muzzleloader restrictions on
pages 4-5.

) ) : All weapon types are allowed. Only
Antlerless-only Dec. 11-14 Statewide antlerless deer may be harvested.
Antlerless-only Dec. 24-Jan. Sze(l)i%t 'c:glrjrr?tlizr;d All weapon types are allowed. Only
Holiday Hunt 1, 2026 antlerless deer may be harvested.

only (map page 11)

* Archery/crossbow season closes on Jan. 31, 2026, in metro sub-units and in DMUs with
extended archery/crossbow season. See map on page 11 for participating counties.

HARVEST AUTHORIZATIONS

Harvest authorizations are issued with
each deer hunting license. The number

LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
What You Need To Hunt Deer:

f Gun deer license, to harvest deer with
TEéEmiTm 6m TEmIl %w 6m

f Archery license, to harvest deer with a
bow and arrow; or

f Crossbow license, to harvest deer with
a crossbow and arrow; and

f %T éZk %é
Note: The purchase of upgrade is
required with either an archery or
crossbow license in order to use both
weapon types. € ««caj kT 6%l Aéca Aaimj

are valid.
10

on where in the state you are hunting.
Some harvest authorizations are valid
only during certain open seasons or when
hunting in certain locations. Each harvest

information outlines the types of harvest

and types of harvest authorizations issued
with a deer hunting license may vary based

iZ aTmj}< TawRopnatbRalowstlé harvest of a single
Z.,m 6E <a| <Eb| }blfee|Zr ba, @‘@epﬁ%é%

authorizations and weapon you may use to

BUCK HARVEST AUTHORIZATIONS

z%}<m f<&6%}kO «@unyButk Beér Haf/ast Authprizabon }

f Issued with a gun deer license and

lid | t id
Wec 271 » T%Z T v z Va' 'na é?qg TN ffne ECk

r"?lty
e Z mé % % E ém;T
except in any DMU where an antler-
less-only hunt is taking place. (Visit dnr.
wisconsin.gov/permits/military.html
for military exceptions and page 14 for
disabled hunter exceptions).

Bow Buck Deer Harvest Authorization
f Issued with an archery or crossbow

< 6m 6% }bifé e/hcensp and valid in any DMU statewide.

uthorizes the harvest of one buck
deer by bow or crossbow depending on
the license purchased.
f Valid during an open archery or cross-
bow season, except in any DMU where
an antlerless-only hunt is taking place.

ANTLERLESS HARVEST

AUTHORIZATIONS

Junior Antlerless Deer Harvest
Authorization

f Issued to hunters ages 17 and younger
with each gun or archery license.

f Valid for taking one antlerless deer in
any DMU statewide.

f May be used during any open deer
season with the weapon authorized by
that license.

fiTE yi é
holder.

Farmland Antlerless Deer Harvest

Authorization

f One or more may be included with the
purchase of an archery/crossbow and/
or gun deer license depending on your
selected DMU.

f Authorizes the harvest of one antler-
less deer per authorization.

fobjfeéf <6 <aj 7i TwZ T%Z
(public-access or private land) spec-
€€jZ ykE <caj a %«<im T« <aj «é
purchase. (Visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/per-

mits/military.html _ for military excep-
tions and page 14 for disabled hunter

iZ T¥5 yE <aj T <a

fiTE vyi & iZ Aé<a TE AjTbé
any season with the correct license for

T % Z theamehadiqftharvest and season.


https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/military.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/military.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/permits/military.html

2025 DEER SEASON STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT ZONES

-
Apostle Islands 2025 neer Management “nlls
Red Cliff 104
And Season Structure

Madeline Island

Bad River I I I

Reservation I I I

I(.)argiﬁgsurte Lac du Flambeau
Reservation

Reservation z - ria :
‘ Northern Forest Zone

Marathon

Kewaunee

Calumet

Central Forest
Zone

Ozaukee

Milwaukee

2025 Deer Season Structure

[ Holiday Hunt: Antlerless only. Dec. 24 - Jan. 1**
[ Holiday Hunt: Antlerless only. Dec. 24 - Jan. 1** and Extended Archery Season: through Jan. 31, 2026

/] Metro Sub-unit: See regulations for detailed boundaries >
] Non-quota area: No harvest authroizations issued by the DNR DEPT.OF NATURAL RESOURCES

11



be traveling. For more information, visit the
CWD Alliance website atwww.cwd-info.org .

udrtering Your Deer

tefs nhay divide a deer to facilitate

mij 6%T 6E <aj fTmfT}} Em6
one deer that has been quartered may
be stored or transported at a time prior
to registration, but quartered deer can be
transported with other intact deer. The
lower legs up to the tarsus joint (ankle or
DMU and land type (pub- hock) on the hind legs and up to the carpus
lic-access or private) speci-  joint (wrist or knee) on the front legs may
8iZ 6% <aj T <a6medksd béhlel%)r/edl. All partfJ of the degr,

TE v: & 7 Adca the entrails, must be removed from
\’,rve'a-lp;oEn gulrineg ar:yzsegs?ona Té%;gévi Déer must be kept intact while

with the correct license for

the method of harvest and

season.

Metro Sub-Unit Antlerless Deer

Harvest Authorizations

f Available in select metro sub-units.
Issued upon request at no cost with
the purchase of an archery/crossbow
or gun deer license.

f Bonus authorizations may also be
available for purchase in select metro
sub-units and land types.

f Only valid within the metro sub-unit

Bonus Antlerless Deer

Harvest Authorizations

f 06 Z 6% T ém}<Sf
ém}«8}im¥%izZz yT}é}
purchase limit of one per
person per day.

f Authorizes the harvest

of one antlerless deer per
authorization.

f Valid only in the zone,

nd
LLI
LL
O

and quartering.

BAITING AND FEEDING DEER
Scents

Scents that are used only to attract deer
by odor may be used for hunting deer
statewide, but the scent may not be placed
or deposited in a manner that makes it
accessible for consumption by deer. Scents
measuring greater than two ounces shall be
removed daily at the end of shooting hours.
Scent quantities of two ounces or less do
not need to be removed daily and may be
boundaries, within the DMU selected placed, used or deposited in any manner
and on the land type (public-access for hunting deer.
6m bmé¥T«<je }bifééjZ 6% <aj aTm¥%j}«
authorization.
f See page 11 for metro sub-unit lo-
cations. For detailed maps, visit dnr.

wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/deer _ and

click the “DMUs" tab. CWD TEST’NG 'S

REPLACEMENT AUTHORIZATIONS B XS i@ o\ = a1 e o0 )7 [Ti -2
bfe --7"afozpz*F 7FFe
Any hunter who harvests a deer that tests
positive for CWD during a regular season
will be issued a replacement deer harvest
authorization through the hunter's Go Wild
account. The harvest authorization will
be valid for the remainder of the current
hunting season as well as the following
hunting season. If the harvest was an
antlered deer, a statewide buck harvest
authorization will be issued. If the harvest
was an antlerless deer, an either-sex
authorization valid in the same unit and
land type will be issued.

dnr.wi.gov/CWDform

Natural Vegetation And Plantings

Hunting with the aid of material deposited
by natural vegetation, material found
salgly@as aZresfilvef Bormal agricultural or
gardening practices or with the aid of crops
planted and left standing as wildlife food
plots is legal. Itis illegal to establish or
maintain food plots/plantings on DNR-
owned or -managed lands.

Baiting

It is illegal to place, use or hunt deer over
bait or feed material in many counties. Visit
dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/bait  for a

Téj 2k {Efib< E6m &j Z Zmi}}éf@épwm@%if@%'%@ﬂons- Check the map

frequently as changes can occur throughout
the season. For the remainder of the state,
baiting for hunting purposes is allowed

only under the following conditions:

Baiting Amount

On each contiguous parcel of land under
the same ownership, up to two gallons of
bait may be placed in total if the parcel is
less than 40 acres. If the parcel is 40 acres
or more, two gallons may be placed per
every 40 acres. Bait may be spread out or
divided into more than one pile as long as
the total amount of bait or feed material is
not more than two gallons per 40 acres.

Bait Placement
It is illegal to:

f Place a baiting site within 100 yards of
another baiting site.

f Hunt within 100 yards of more than two
gallons of bait on the same parcel of
land.

f Place a baiting site within 50 yards of
any trail, road or campsite used by the
public or within 100 yards of a roadway
having a posted speed limit of 45 mph
or more.

f Place feed at a deer feeding site that is
known to be used by bear or elk.

Timing

It is illegal to:

f Place, use or hunt over bait or feed for
hunting purposes during the closed

DEER CARCASS TRANSPORTATION - REGISTER THAT DEER — IT'S REQUIRED!

REGULATIONS

The movement of a CWD-positive carcass
can be a risk for the introduction and

spread of CWD if not disposed of properly.
The safest option for disposal is to

i%} mj caj AT}<j %Z} b é% T
During the hunting season, deer carcass
waste disposal dumpsters are available
statewide. Visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
wildlifehabitat/carcass _ for the most

current carcass transportation restrictions.

Many states and provinces restrict the
importation of cervid carcasses. Hunters
should check the regulations of their home
state or province, of the state or province
in which they will be hunting and of the
states or provinces through which they will

12

Register your deer through GameReg by 5 p.m. the day after recovery. All
registration is electronic.

Register online (fastest and easiest method): gamereg.wi.gov.

Register by phone: 1-844-426-3734 (1-844-GAMEREG) (available 24 hours). .
-aj% bm6 b<jzZk }j <aj % yim} 6% E6 m ba6%i jEbTZ
three letters of the county. For example, for Adams County, enter A-D-A by
pressing “232."

Register in person: Find a station that offers a phone or computer for regis-
tration at dnr.wi.gov and search “registration stations.”

Have your deer harvest authorization number available to enter at the start of the
registration process.

56 Ae mifieni T Eyé faTmTf«im fioPyéunreCordSonceyourydeer

aT} vii% } ffi}}JE E mijlé}lcimiZr b6m Adéc¢iS«<Té {Z Zjimk T
begin with “W” and are issued in the format W12-345-6789.

Learn more about GameReg. Visit dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Hunt/ereg.html .


https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/bait.html
https://cwd-info.org/
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/dmu.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/hunt/dmu.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/carcass.html
https://gowild.wi.gov/wildlife/harvest
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/admission/selfregistration
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Hunt/ereg.html

deer season, except bait may be placed are issued. Group hunting is not legal for

starting at midnight the day prior to
the archery deer season opener. Bait-
ing must stop at the close of all deer
seasons.

f Hunt over bait or a feeding site that is
in violation of these regulations unless
the area is completely free of bait or
feed material for at least 10 consec-
utive days prior to hunting, pursuing
animals or dog training.

Note: Removal of unlawfully placed bait

or feed material does not preclude the

issuance of a citation for the original
placement of unlawful baiting or feeding
material.

Content
It is illegal to:

Place, use or hunt over any bait or feed
material that:

f Contains any animal part or animal by-
product. Animal parts and byproducts

6%f Zi a6%iEk y6%i}k é}a

animal fat, animal carcasses and parts
of animal carcasses but do not include
liquid scents.

f Is contained in or deposited by a
feeder that is designed to deposit or
replenish feed automatically, mechani-
cally or by gravity.

f Contains or is contained within metal,
paper, plastic, glass, wood or other
similar processed materials. This does
not apply to scent materials.

GROUP HUNTING LAW
It is illegal to kill game for another person

persons hunting with bows and crosshows.
All participants must be licensed, and
iTfa
Members of a group deer hunting party
should also agree in advance that a harvest
authorization holder is willing to use their
authorization 